














K2 - THE MOUNTAIN

. K2 is the second tallest peak in the world at 28, 251 feet. It is 800 miles
West Northwest of Mt. Everest in the Karakoram Mountains of Northern
Pakistan. There are only 14 peaks in the world that reach to or above 8000
meters (26,000 feet). During the Great India Survey of 1856, Captain T.G.
Mongomerie triangulated several peaks in the area. They were surveyed as K1,
K2, K3, K4, etc. K2 was the only one that a local name could not be found for,
so it has remained K2. After many attempts, the mountain was climbed by an
Italian expedition in 1953 via the Abruzzi Ridge. It wasn't until 1978 that
Americans climbed K2 by a combination of the Polish Route and the Abruzzi
Ridge. These climbs were done in the traditional style.

CLIMBING K2 - ALPINE VS TRADITIONAL

In 1992, Pierre Beghin and Christophe Profit of France made the first
alpine-style ascent of K2 by a new route. Many smaller peaks are climbed in this
fashion but few 8000 meter peaks have had attempts in this style of climbing.
Alpine-style consists of a few climbers carrying all the necessary gear needed to
. climb the mountain in their packs and going from basecamp to the summit and
back to basecamp without any additional support or oxygen supplement. The
advantages of this style are a lower overall cost for the expedition, less logistical
challenges, less environmental and cultural impact and the ability to move
quickly when conditions are right for an ascent.

In contrast, traditional style involves high altitude porters to help establish
and stock camps with supplies and oxygen tanks. Several climbers fix ropes
most of the way up the mountain preparing a summit team for the final ascent. It
is costly and time-consuming. With the advent of state-of-the-art equipment
available today, and alpine-style ascents proven possible, it will be the way 8000
meter peaks will be climbed in the future.

THE K2 ALPINE-STYLE EXPEDITION

Our challenge is to repeat the Beghin/Profit route on the Northwest Face
profiled on the adjoining page. In addition, if conditions are right on the summit,
David Bridges and Steve Untch will attempt a tandem paraglide descent to base-
camp.

Four climbers have been carefully chosen for this Alpine-Style ascent;
Steve Untch, David Bridges, Bill Barker and Harry Taylor. We believe this is the
ideal number of climbers for a successful Alpine--style ascent of K2. The
traditional-style International Everest Expedition of 1991 had an overall cost of
$300,000. The overall budget for the K2 Alpine-Style Expedition is $80,000.
The K2 Alpine-Style Expedition will leave the United States in the last week of
May. Our permit starts the first of June and continues through the end of July.
We feel this is ample time for a successful ascent of K2.



K2 ALPINE-STYLE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TEAM

The K2 Scientific Research Team (S.R.T.) will be led by Dr. Pete Pollock,
an exploration scientist with ten years of mountaineering experience. The Alpine
guide for the S.R.T. will be Bill Morris, Director of Front Range Guides in
Colorado. The remainder of the team will consist of six nationally recognized
scientists with backgrounds in the Earth Sciences. The S.R.T. will measure the
tremendous geological changes which are occuring in the Western Himilayas.
The peaks in the area are rising at an enormous rate when compared to other
mountain systems in the world. By studying the forces which build these
mountains, we hope to be able to better predict when earthquakes and
landslides will occur. This could improve the quality of life for the people of
Pakistan, and for the people around the world who live in active geological
areas.





